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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Angelo Lynn <angelo@addisonindependent.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 4:33 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay; Dean George

Subject: opposition to $500 contribution to FPF

Hi Kathleen, Dean George and the Middlebury Selectboard 
 
We understand there will be discussion tonight about a proposed budget appropriation of $500 for the for-profit 
company that operates under the name Front Porch Forum. That initiative is being proposed by a select board 
member who favors town taxpayers allocating cash to a for-profit business because, I’m assuming, there is the 
perception that business is providing a service to the town. That service is in the realm of digital media, and makes 
its revenue by selling classified ads, online display ads and other media purchases similar to those revenues 
generated by local and area newspapers, as well as making regular appeals for donations. 
 
As a long-time business owner and property taxpayer in Middlebury, I would object to town revenues being used to 
favor one business over another. If you grant $500 to FPF, why not to the Addison County Independent, Valley 
Voice, Seven Days, Burlington Free Press, the local radio stations and others? Who is to say that one media business 
provides a community service to the town, but others do not?  
 
I would also note that while FPF is widely perceived as a non-profit working for the public good; it is not. It is a for-
profit business and no more works for the public good in its spread of classifieds ads, lost cats, upcoming events, 
and other community activities and news, than any of the other media companies noted above.  
 
I would also draw the distinction that at the Addison Independent, we have a crew of more than 20 full-time 
employees (all of whom work and live within Addison County), who work long hours every week to provide the 
most up-to-date news, and community conversations as we possibly can. We have a Website that reaches out to 
thousands of readers every week, an active Facebook page, and 7,800 regular readers of the paper twice a week, 
reaching about 20,000 readers each week with our two papers and digital media combined. We reach more readers 
and Addison County and Middlebury residents each week than any other news source. We also pay our share of 
property taxes on the Addison Independent headquarters in downtown Middlebury, including extra taxes for the 
downtown district, and we are regular contributors to larger initiatives like the Town Hall Theater, Middlebury New 
Filmmakers Festival, Festival on the Green, Middlebury Community Players, the Middlebury Opera Company, local 
schools, and many, many other initiatives. 
 
For the town of Middlebury to provide a gift of $500 to an out-of-town, for-profit business that is a media 
competitor to several local businesses seems, at the very least, unfair to one business over all others. That the same 
out-of-town business would also not pay local property taxes of any sort, nor contribute substantially to the coffers 
or institutions of the town — but rather take money out of this town and county to enrich others — seems out of 
character for a community that is working hard to build a strong and vibrant local economy.  
 
We would, therefore, urge the select board to reject the proposed contribution, save taxpayers’ money and keep a 
level playing field for all concerned. 
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Respectfully,  
Angelo Lynn,  
 

 
 
Angelo Lynn 
editor/publisher 
Addison County Independent 
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Vermont Sports magazine 
Vermont Ski & Ride Magazine 
58 Maple Street 
Middlebury, Vt. 05753 
802-349-7069 (cell) 
  


